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Product description
The genus of all peppers is Capsicum

strict botanical sense, and present a broad variety of names depending on the location and 

HS code Description
07 09 60 Fresh or chilled fruits of the genus Capsicum or Pimenta
07 09 60 10 Fresh or chilled sweet peppers
07 09 60 99 Fresh or chilled fruits of the genus Capsicum or Pimenta 

07 09 60 99 20
07 09 60 20 90 Chili peppers, other than greenhouse

 
myrtle family from which the berries are used as “allspice” – meaning not relevant in the  

 
 

 

FRESH CHILI
-

pers are a rich source of various B-vitamins, the vitamin C and carotene content depends on 

The most known and domesticated species of chili peppers are: 
Capsicum annuum:
Capsicum baccatum:
Capsicum chinense:
Capsicum frutescens:

 
 

1

1.1

The obvious global climatic changes lead to uncertainties concerning traditional harvesting 
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Name Scoville heat units Heat level 1 – 10
Carolina Reaper, Ghost,  
Scotch Bonnet; Trinidad Scorpion

100,000 – over 500,000 Very hot 
Grade 9 and 10

Habanero, Malagueta, Tabasco, 
Scotch Bonnet, Bird’s Eye, Kambuzi 

Grade 9

Cayenne, Piquin, Chile de Arbol,  
Jalapeño, Chipotle, Wiri-Wiri,  
Serrano, Pequin, Aji 

5,000 – 50,000 Grade 6-8

Escabeche, mild Jalapeño,  
Pimenton de la Vera, Poblano,  
Anaheim Pepper, Pepperoncini 

10 – 5,000 Grade 1-5

Bell pepper, sweet banana chilis 0 Grade 0

Please note that the measures can vary, as this is only a rough categorisation of the main 

FRESH CAPSICUM OR SWEET PEPPER
Capsicum – also referred to as bell pepper or sweet pepper – is a sweet, no-heat  
chili pepper of the species Capsicum annuum  

 

As indicated, the fruits of the Capsicum

“paprika”, which is though mostly referred to as the powdered spice made of dried Capsicum

The bell pepper does not contain any capsaicin, the active component in chilis that give  
 

 
culinary world, just like tomatoes

Legislative requirements
Legal requirements are the minimum requirements which must be met by products marketed 

-

For a full list of legal requirements, the new My Trade Assistant  

GENERAL FOOD LAW
Food safety is the key issue in EU food legislation, in which the General Food Law is the 

 
All information can be found in the 

1.2

2.1
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PRODUCT SAFETY FOR FOOD PRODUCTS
When exporting fresh fruit and vegetables to Europe, compliance with the requirements for 

The EU has set Maximum Residue Levels MRLs on pesticides in food products to  

 
EU pesticide database

Please note that due to reoccurring problems with the exceeding MRLs on chili peppers, 
 

Contaminants are substances which have not been intentionally added to food but which 
may be present as a result of the various stages of its production, packaging, transport or 

The implementation of hygiene and phytosanitary measures are outlined in the 
 

QUALITY AND SIZE
marketing standards for the minimum  

 

 
have been aligned with the UNECE standards for fresh fruit and vegetables  
Details on chili peppers are found here and the information on sweet peppers here

LABELLING AND PACKAGING

and cartons of fresh fruit or vegetables must mention the following particulars:

 
 

Appropriate labelling must present at a minimum 

 + Common name of the product,

 + Country of origin,

 + Name and address of producer, packer, importer, brand owner or seller in the 
EU – “packed for:”,

 + Net content weight,

 +

 +

 +

Packaging marketed within Europe must comply with the general requirements, which  
 

 
 

2.2

2.3

2.4
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 For more details and further info consult the CBI (  
Import Promotion Desk (

Check out the Factsheet on Food Traceability of the European Commission
-

Keep an eye on the latest developments of MRLs and contaminants to maintain  

Find out more about the prevention and reduction of lead contamination in the 
Code of Practice

 
Check

Familiarise yourself with the Regulation  
Annex VI (page  provides an example of a  

Read more about 
The  on the reduction of impact of certain plastic products  
on the environment limits the use of single-use plastics by transferring the cost of 

European strategy for plastics, 

 

TIPS

Non-legislative requirements
Non-legal requirements reach beyond legislation, as companies can go further in their  

 

Food Safety is top priority in all European food sectors, and importers increasingly require  

Not only Food Safety, but also guaranteed information on social compliance became –  
especially in the context of products produced in the organic context – a common require-

AGRICULTURAL PRACTICE
GLOBAL GAP

process, from before the plant is in the ground to the non-processed product (including 

 + Food safety and traceability,
 +
 + Workers’ health, safety and welfare,
 + Animal welfare,
 + And includes Integrated Crop Management ICM, Integrated Pest Control IPC,  

3

3.1
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FOOD SAFETY & PROCESSING
Buyers commonly require their suppliers that they have a quality/food safety management 

 

HACCP

In general, all buyers in the supply chain, such as traders, food processors and retailers, re-
quire the implementation of a food safety management system based on hazard analysis and 
critical control points (HACCP

ISO 22000
Another food safety standards is the industry-developed standard by the International  

GFSI CERTIFICATIONS: FSSC22000, IFS AND BRC
The Global Food Safety Initiative GFSI is a private organisation and global network for the 

 

FSSC22000  

For the handling or processing of fresh fruits and vegetables, the North-western European 
market requires – especially for the retail sector – to comply with other GFSI standards  
such as BRC Global Standards  
But also, the IFS Food Standard

SOCIAL COMPLIANCE & SUSTAINABILITY
 

 

Supply Chain Act, 

Initiatives which develop and require social compliance and sustainability are for instance 

 +  The Sustainability Initiative for Fruit and Vegetables SIFAV, by the IDH

 +  The Business Social Compliance Iniative BSCI, by Amfori

 +  The Ethical Trading Initative ETI and Sedex

GRASP which stands for Risk Assessment on Social Practice on 

The SMETA  
 

Also, the Amfori BSCI enables the producing companies to improve social performance  

Fair trade labels are not commonly required in the chilli pepper trade, nor in the sweet pepper 
Fair for Life by Ecocert or Fairtrade by 

FLO

3.2

3.3
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The Rainforest Alliance  

using methods that support the three pillars of sustainability: social, economic, and environ-

 + Forests – best practice for conservation

 + Climate – climate-smart practices to build resilience

 + Human Rights – advancing the rights of rural people

 + Livelihoods – ecosystem health & economic stability 

 

ORGANIC
Over decades, and strengthened again by the Covid-19 pandemic, the demand for  

 
for the organic market in Europe is the growing consumer concerns over food safety, the  
environment and human health which are fuelling demand for organic products across  

 
Italy, Ireland, France, Germany and Sweden, organic fruit and vegetables represent around  

 
the European legislation for organic farming and need to be audited regularly by an  

Trade Control and Expert 

 will enter into force together 
 

 

Focus on GFSI Food Safety standards, as those enjoy the best reputation in Europe 

Implement a food safety management system and check the FAO Guidelines for the 
implementation of HACCP

Even it is looks like it would only concern big companies (> 3,000 employees for the 

In the context of social compliance, it is recommended for fresh produce to focus on 

Be prepared to tell the story of your company, the people working along the chain  
 

Consult ITC’s Sustainability Map  
 

TIPS

3.4
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Trade developments
 

However, the trade developments need to be separately highlighted, as they cater also  

 

CHILI PEPPERS
The European market for fresh chili peppers is still a specialised market, which is supplied 

From the global perspective, it is quite hard to create a matching picture of trade developments, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Spain mainly exports its own produce, while the Netherlands also re-exports imported chili 

 

4

4.1

FIGURE 1:  
MAIN SUPPLIERS OF CHILI PEPPERS  
TO EU27 COUNTRIES, COMPARING 2018,  
2019 AND 2020, QUANTITY IN 1,000 TONNES. 
SOURCE: ACCESS2MARKETS 
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BELL PEPPERS

 

 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Ukraine faced a clear upward trend in this time period, Tunisia 

 

This year, even the lack of pallets and containers for transporting are hampering the  

4.2

FIGURE 2:  
TOP10 SUPPLIERS OF BELL PEPPER TO  
THE EU27 COUNTRIES, COMPARING  
THE YEARS 2018, 2019 AND 2020,  
QUANTITY IN 1,000 TONNES.  
SOURCE: ACCESS2MARKETS 

FIGURE 3:  
TRADE DYNAMICS BETWEEN  
2018 AND 2020 OF MINOR  
BELL PEPPER SUPPLIERS,  
QUANTITY IN TONNES.  
SOURCE: ACCESS2MARKETS 
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Market trends
COVID-19 

 

import was able to continue for most fruit and vegetables – with the burden of increasing 

As restaurants and other food service providers were not able to operate, the demand  
 

fresh produce increased in general, but even more for immune boosting products such as  

SUSTAINABILITY
People at all levels in the value chain are gaining interest in fruits and vegetables produced 

 
aspects along the supply chain, including working conditions, water use, waste management,  

 

Retailers and traders throughout Europe are joining forces in the Sustainability Initiative Fruits 

cross-cutting supply chain challenges such as smallholder farmer inclusion, health and safety, 

Along, the issues of reducing packaging and establishing alternatives has risen, as part of  
 

 
 

HEALTHY LIVING
Healthy lifestyle habits are becoming the normal way of life as concerns over obesity, food 

living are shifting beyond just physical health to represent a much more holistic view, where 

 
Consumers – not only in Europe – increasingly buy organic products as personal health, well- 

The main driver for the organic market in Europe is the growing consumer concerns over  
food safety, the environment and human health which are fuelling demand for organic products 

 
 

of the product – the story behind the product – needs to be transferred along the entire 

STANDARDS & CERTIFICATION
For the fresh produce trade, food safety, sustainability, and social compliance have “teamed up” 

5
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this does not only satisfy the export market, but shall also support the producer’s internal 

To mitigate the increasing concentration of buyer power, the European Commission proposed 
a new directive to protect small and medium-sized suppliers in the food supply chain from 

fresh fruit and vegetables, aims at protecting farmers, processors, distributors, producer  
 

adopted, countries in the European Union will have two years to integrate the directive into 

ETHNIC MARKET 

the healthy living trend goes along – and strengthened by Covid-19 – the interest to cook at 

extent the EU through Dutch channels before the produce is dispersed among all European 

Market channels and segments
Especially chili peppers production is often in the hand of small-scale farmers in the countries 

 

time, the direct contact and access to the producers is increasingly important for the  

In the European market, fresh chili peppers are mainly imported by a relatively small number 
 

importers trade in a wide range of fruits and vegetables, supplying outlets that focus on  

The chili buyers are rather specialised importers, with a strong network of retail clients,  

In Europe, for common products such as bell peppers, the supermarket chains are interested 

and sometimes even creates longstanding partnerships between producers/farmers and  
-

ments within the European Union is of utmost importance to secure the competitiveness of  

6
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More in general, there are various preferences and requirements among the European  
 

countries go beyond that with even bigger markets and further in the Alpine region there are 

Still, both for bell peppers and chilis, there is also the option of further processing and  

 
Most common is the bell or sweet peppers which goes directly to the supermarkets or 

 

 
to farmers and that monitor both production methods and post-harvest handling 

Telling the story of the company, products and people, innovative packaging,  
 

 

 

To build up resilience in fast-moving times, establish trust and long-term partnership 

TIPS
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MAIN EUROPEAN TRADE FAIRS –  
FOR FRESH PRODUCE:

 
It takes place every year in Berlin, Germany, at three consequent days at the beginning of 

Relevant product groups: fresh fruit, fresh vegetables, mushrooms, potatoes, convenience 

is an international trade fair for the fresh fruit and vegetable industry,  

 

 
 
is a leading trade fair for professionals operating in the national and international  

 
September each year that represents the entire supply chain, with 11 sectors involved:

Seeds, Plant Breeding & Nursery, Crop Technologies, Production, Trading & Retail,  

FRUIT LOGISTICA

FRUIT ATTRACTION

MACFRUT
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Market competitiveness
In general, regarding the producing countries, the production of chili peppers is much smaller 

Much of the chili production in India and China is used to supply their own or nearby Asian 

Seasonality plays an important role in European demand for imports of fresh fruit and  

however, European countries import from Egypt, also a producer (and supplier also to  

The western European market is highly competitive, with many suppliers and a few dominant 

special chili pepper varieties are often sold in channels other than supermarkets and entail 

 

 
-

enjoys trust from both sides could prevent to stop good business opportunities al-

Growing fresh chili does not mean that the fresh markets are the only possible sales 

It can always be an option to grow fresh chili and then cooperate with a tomato paste 
-

 

the Egyptian environment well and select the ones which are demanded for the various 

TIPS
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Useful sources
CBI Market Information:  
Import Promotion Desk:  
ITC Trade Map:  
EU Pesticide Database: 
European Food Safety 
Authority Data Reports:  

     
UNECE :   
Codex Alimentarius: 
Global Food Safety Initiative: 
Information on Sedex:  
Amfori :     
“Supply Chain Act”/  
Supply Chain Due Diligence:  
    
Info on new  
organic regulation:    
     

SOURCES
 

 
-

 
 

 
 

 
of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Frick, and IFOAM – Organics International, Bonn
 
This Product Fact Sheet was compiled for GIZ by Teresa Hüttenhofer and  

Please review our disclaime
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