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TRANSFER PROJECT/MASTER’S THESIS

� Together with their mentors, students will work on a 
transfer project which addresses a practical problem from 
their respective workplaces that is linked to the broad 
content of the master’s programme. This will provide stu-
dents with an opportunity to demonstrate their skills and 
abilities in addressing and solving matters of tax policy, 
tax legislation and tax administration using a project-ba-
sed approach. The transfer project should subsequently 
culminate in a master’s thesis.

� ATAF will award prizes for outstanding transfer projects 
and master’s thesis and further recognise such projects 
and theses through publication in various peer-reviewed 
working-paper series (e.g. the ATAF working-paper series).

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PROGRAMME

� An internationally recognised degree: Master of Arts  
in Tax Policy and Tax Administration

� A certificate after the participation in the required  
modules and electives

� Studying in Germany and South Africa
� Lectures, interactive seminars and workshops, and  

individual work on a transfer project
� Benefits derived from the international environment, 

highly skilled international academics, as well as  
professional international guest lecturers

� International exchange with leading practitioners on 
European and African public-revenue systems

� Visits to some of Africa’s leading public-finance organisa-
tions, e.g. the South African Revenue Service (SARS) and 
ATAF, the international organisation on tax administration

� Visits to European public-finance institutions, e.g. the 
German Federal Ministry of Finance, German tax offices, 
the German parliament and the EU Commission. 

� BSEL and the University of the Witwatersrand in  
Johannesburg have a long standing cooperation and  
are committed to further deepening their ties through 
this programme.



ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

The Executive Master’s in Taxation (EMT) is a multidisciplinary 
degree programme designed to expose African tax practition-
ers to concepts and theories in the area of Public Finance, Tax 
Legislation, Applied Tax Policy and Tax Administration. The 
programme ta kes into account both strategic and operational 
aspects, using a primarily project-based and applied approach. 
It is a unique degree programme with a strong African and in-
ternational focus. The programme is designed for experienced 
tax offici als, policy-makers and tax practitioners who wish to 
enhance their expertise in taxation and obtain an internation-
ally recognised graduate degree in the field.

This full-time, 15-month master’s programme is a joint 
initiative by the African Tax Administration Forum (ATAF), the 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ) and the Berlin School of Economics and Law (BSEL) aim-
ing at strengthening the capacities of future decision makers in 
the field of tax policy and tax administration.

At the core of the EMT programme are the Master stud-
ies “Tax Policy and Tax Administration” provided by the Berlin 
School of Economics and Law (BSEL). Additional extra-cur-
ricular activities and networking opportunities are offered to 
maximise students’ learning opportunities.

Students engaging in the programme will benefit from 
two excellent study locations — Germany and South Africa — 
en abling them to garner experiences from different profes-
sional and cultural settings.

COURSE STRUCTURE
For more information about the curriculum, please visit: 
www.mba-berlin.de/en/master-programmes/ma-tax- 
policy-and-tax-administration/

Basics in Economics,  
Pubilc Finance and Tax Law  
and Economics of Taxation

Tax Administration

Taxing Income

Taxing Consumption

Tax and Customs in 
Economic Zones

Elective 1 
(Quantitative Methods)

Elective 2 
(Management and Leadership)

International Taxation

African Tax Matters

Tax and Governance

Graduation ceremony in South Africa

Master Thesis
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Hospitality service in Berlin
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Sightseeing Tour in Berlin

Preparation courses,  
e.g. Toolkit Germany

Study Visits in  
South Africa

Workshops, trainings and 
networking events on 

gender, management and 
leadership

Participation in ATAF Peer-
learning events, workshops 

and conferences

Study Tour  
Germany / Brussels

EMT Alumni network

Official Welcome Ceremony in Berlin


