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Background

Around 14 million tonnes of plastic end up in the ocean annually,
making a large part of marine litter and constituting 80% of all ma-
rine debris across surface waters and deep-sea sediments.* Alarm-
ingly, if current trends persist, projections indicate that the ocean
may contain more plastic than fish, in weight, by 2025.2

The Coral Triangle, a vital hub of marine biodiversity in Southeast
Asia with over 120 million people relying on its resources for live-
lihood, is disproportionately impacted by this crisis. Meanwhile,
the volume of solid waste and marine litter in Southeast Asia is in-
creasing, fueled by urbanisation and a growing consumer class,
among other factors3. Given the transboundary nature of marine
litter, collective action from ASEAN is imperative to mitigate fur-
ther degradation of the marine environment. Recognising this ur-
gency, ASEAN Member States (AMS) have demonstrated com-
mendable progress in addressing marine litter, evident through
the launch of the Bangkok Declaration for Combating Marine De-
bris and the ASEAN Framework of Action on Marine Debris, as well
as the ASEAN Regional Action Plan (RAP) for Combating Marine De-
bris in 2019 and in 2021, respectively.

In early 2022, United Nations Member States endorsed a resolu-
tion to combat plastic pollution (including the marine environ-
ment) through an international legally binding agreement (ILBI).
This led to the formation of an Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee (INC) on plastic pollution, which has begun its work
since late 2022 to complete its task by the end of 2024. Presenting
a promising framework for addressing the marine litter crisis in the
region, it is crucial that AMS are well-prepared to engage with the
ILBI effectively. ASEAN has acknowledged the importance of the
INC processes and has increased its engagement in this regard.

Our approach

In addressing these issues, the ASEAN-German cooperation pro-
ject “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle to Protect the Marine Environment
and Coral Reefs” (3RproMar) strives to assist AMS in enhancing
their capacities to reduce land-based waste leakage, thereby safe-
guarding the marine environment through collaborative efforts.
Given that land-based sources account for most marine plastic lit-
ter, the project applies integrated solutions across the plastic value
chain, in line with the ASEAN Framework of Action and RAP on Ma-
rine Debris. The project commenced in July 2020 and is anticipated
to be in operation until June 2025.
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3RproMar outcome includes four output areas, with the first out-
put focusing on the regional aspect of the project, aiming at
strengthening regional cooperation and knowledge management
and ensuring that members of the pertinent AWGs gain a better
understanding of approaches to reducing land-based sources of
marine litter. The project is conceptualised as a bridge connecting
formal policy advice with the practical experiences of direct imple-
mentation. The project combines a unique approach to policy ad-
vice at the regional and national levels with direct implementation
experience in the pilot sites. Therefore, it can serve as an interme-
diary to highlight best practices to be shared with all AMS. These
hands-on experiences will be evaluated and shared at the regional
level. One example is a planned toolbox for behavioural change
campaigns that can be used by stakeholders at both local and na-
tional levels. With regards to the INC processes, such a unique
strategy has the potential to seamlessly integrate insights derived
from a national perspective into the broader international dis-
course surrounding the framework of ILBI. The project takes the
opportunity to enhance its engagement with ASEAN and AMS to
support collaborative actions in the INC processes, particularly
through capacity development.

Enhancing Regional Knowledge Manage-
ment and Capacity Development in ASEAN

In May 2023, 3RproMar launched a Regional Knowledge Partner-
ship for Marine Litter Prevention in ASEAN which involves the fol-
lowing organisations that are currently active in marine litter pre-
vention in the region:
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The Partnership aims to bridge the knowledge gap and enhance
the capacities of the AWGs in a coordinated manner, aligning with
the priorities outlined in the ASEAN RAP and emerging topics cov-
ered within the upcoming ILBl. Through this initiative, (a)
knowledge and information sharing among AWG representatives
and pertinent stakeholders in the region will be improved through
the strengthened use of digital knowledge platforms and regional
workshops; (b) capacities of AWGs will be strengthened, among
others, through the use of content generated and replication of
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good practices; and (c) collaboration among existing initiatives
will be enabled through collective actions to tackle common chal-
lenges, minimise overlaps, as well as increase added-value and ex-
pertise. The Partnership is also expected to contribute to the
ASEAN Environment Knowledge Hub, accessible at https://envi-
ronment.asean.org/.

Complementing the Partnership, a series of annual regional work-
shops implemented in coordination with the ASEAN Secretariat of-
fers a holistic platform for discussions among key AWG represent-
atives and other stakeholders These workshops cover a diverse
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